John Stonesifer (NASA)
Quarantine Manager (Apollo 11)
John entered service with the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) at the Langley Research Center doing research on high performance military aircraft. Later, he joined the NASA Space Task Group whose goal was to place humans into space and return them safely to earth. Stonesifer helped develop special equipment and procedures for the safe recovery of astronauts following water landings. His career spans the early Mercury programs through the Gemini, Apollo and Skylab missions.

His principle duties during a mission included assisting DOD support forces in their recovery preparations and/or serving as the NASA representative aboard a recovery ship. John was the Team Leader aboard the Primary Recovery Ship for over twenty space flights. 
During the Apollo 11 mission, he also was the Quarantine Manager, responsible for ensuring the performance of required quarantine procedures. These procedures were developed to protect the earth’s environment from the introduction of possible harmful lunar pathogens.
For Apollo 11, he also briefed President Nixon on the quarantine process, including the Mobile Quarantine Facility and the astronaut Biological Isolation Garments. 

 

